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Lenin was by no means the first poli
tician to see the cinema as the most 
powerful means yet invented of mass 
communication and therefore of mass 
persuasion. The initiative of Luden
dorff for purely propaganda reasons 
during the First World War was to lead 
to the formation of the German film 
colossus Universum Film Aktiengesell
schaft or Ufa. 

Taking as their subject the popular 
cinema and films designed to reach a 
!arge audience, Leif Furhammar and
Folke Isaksson examine the troubled
relationship between the movies and
politics from the pat,riotic efforts of
1914-18 to such recent works as Chef

and The Green Berets as well as that hit
musical from Asia Chairman Mao Is

the Red Sun in our Hearts. The authors
deal not only with the overtly pro
pagandist cinema but with the political
content of entertainment films and the
political pressures exerted on them.

They are able to look with an equal 
degree of alert scepticism at works from 
Bast and West, Left and Right, exposing 
not only the disturbing uses to which 
the cinema has been put but the often 
ludicrous results of political inter
ference with the movies. Thus they 
show how Socialist Realism, the Stalin
ist recipe for making films, brought the 
Soviet cinema to a virtual standstill, 
how in 1952 only five Russian films 
were released because every script had 
to be passed by twenty-eight different 
authorities before production could 
even begin. 

The first of the book's three sections 
deals with the history of politics and 
film, not.ably in the United States, 
Britain, Germany and Russia. There 
are also chapters on Italian neo-realism, 
the new Brazilian cmema and the 
cinematic depiction of the Spahish 
Civil War. 

The second section looks in detail at 
some specific films. It covers the famous 
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